
The Paul Butler  
Memorial Drum Kit 

On May Bank holiday 2006, Paul Butler, a 17 year old 
drummer died suddenly as a result of his long term 
diabetes. Paul had started playing 4 
years previously at a Music Makers 
summer school, had been a regular 
attender at our after school clubs 
ever since. He was the drummer 
with local band Maro Phat Peas who 
had played at nearly all the Music 
Makers gigs. Like all good 
musicians, he also played a bit of 
guitar!   
 

Mark Bick, Music Makers Project Leader, in his tribute at 
Paul's Funeral said " I will never forget Paul, He was 
such a great example of determination winning 
through. That determination took him on a journey from 
13 year old, struggling to keep a beat, to fluent rock 
drummer, in action with Maro Phat Peas, playing to a 
big and enthusiastic audience. I hope that he will be an 
inspiration to the younger generations of this town, that 
they can achieve dreams, they can do great things" 
 
When he was just 13, Paul had helped make an 
application to the Children's Fund Community Chest which 
paid for the green Pearl Export ELX drum kit that is still in 
use at SoundSpace. He also worked with his fellow band 
members to raise £60K from the Youth Capital Fund for the 
building work and equipment. We are convinced that his 
charm when they met the (mostly female) members of the 
Youth Panel played a significant part in getting the grant!   

 
Some of the members of Paul's 
band were volunteers at the 
Forest of Dean Fitness Centre.  
The Trustees of the Centre have 
funded a top quality drum kit in 
memory of Paul. The kit was 
chosen by young people including 
Paul’s younger brother, with 
support from the project leader.  

 
Mark Bick - 18 March 2008 


